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ther yams nor palm-wine were introduced as ac-
companiments ; in the afternoon, however, his
Majesty made us another short visit, and sent a
quantity of wine. We offered the natives salt to
their meat, but they refused it with every sign
of disgust, and even wanted to throw away our
little store of this, to us, so necessary a condiment.
They also shewed an equal dislike to tobacco;
and, when one of our party made preparations for
smoking a cigar, the priest held out his rod as
if in prohibition, while others endeavoured to pre-
vent him from lighting it. Canning, indeed,
who had witnessed more frequently the practice of
smoking on board, shewed less aversion.

Though we were at a considerable distance from
the settlement, we could hear the reports of the
morning and evening gun; for the first two or
three days, the natives appeared, or pretended to
be, much alarmed at this, as they halloed for some
time after. They would frequently corne up to
us, levelling a stick like a niusket, and accom-
pany the action with bang ! bang ! We had rea-
son to consider them much afraid of every spe-
cies of fire-arms, and I cannot but think it would
be good policy to keep this apprehension alive,
rather than to endeavour to remove it by attempts
to explain the principles of their action, and to
familiarise them with the effects. In this respect,
I deem the general practice of our voyagers and
travellers to be decidedly faulty, since the superior